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The Native American Political Lead-

ership Program, NAPLP, provides Na-
tive American, Alaska Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian college students the op-
portunity to spend a semester living, 
working, and studying in Washington, 
DC. The promising young leaders who 
participate in this invaluable program 
gain rich academic, professional, and 
life experiences in part through con-
gressional internships on Capitol Hill, 
including the Senate. Through one-of- 
a-kind programs, such as NAPLP, Na-
tive American, Alaska Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian students learn about 
American Government and the public 
policy process with an emphasis on 
Federal Indian policy, which is impor-
tant to protecting tribal sovereignty. 

This year, the George Washington 
University NAPLP hosted their first 
INSPIRE Pre-College summer session, 
which offered a similar educational op-
portunity to Native American, Alaska 
Native, and Native Hawaiian junior 
and senior high school students. Exem-
plary high school students traveled to 
Washington, DC, to participate in the 
program’s intensive 3-week curriculum 
that motivates Native teens to become 
more active in the political process and 
teaches Native youth about the Fed-
eral trust relationship between Indian 
tribes and the Federal Government. I 
am pleased that NAPLP organizers 
were able to offer the first-ever IN-
SPIRE Pre-College program for Native 
high school students this summer. 

Hailee Brown of the Navajo Nation; 
Robert Charles of the Native Village of 
Koyuk; Lisa Chavez of the Ak-Chin In-
dian Community; Delilah Coleman of 
the Navajo Nation; Lacayah 
Engebretson, Tlingit and Athabaskan; 
Ethan Dan, Yupik; Jessica Petty of the 
Smith River Rancheria of the Tolowa 
Indian Tribe; Devin Jensen of the Sault 
Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians; 
Warren Mountain of the Red Lake 
Band of Chippewa Indians; Kara 
Roanhorse of the Navajo Nation; 
Christie Wildcat of the Northern Arap-
aho Tribe were among the first high 
school students to participate in the 
INSPIRE Pre-College Summer Pro-
gram. 

During my time in Congress, I have 
worked hard to ensure that the Senate 
staff and workforce better reflect the 
diversity of our great Nation. I am 
proud that the Senate Democratic Di-
versity Initiative maintains a strong 
partnership with the NAPLP, and I 
hope that the experiences gained while 
participating in these important pro-
grams will continue to provide these 
outstanding students with profound 
knowledge, academic success, and a 
pathway to careers in government both 
on and off of Capitol Hill. I commend 
the hard work and dedication of the 
NAPLP and the INSPIRE Program or-
ganizers as well as the many young 
scholars. I look forward to welcoming 
more Native leaders to the INSPIRE 
Pre-College program and the NAPLP 
program in the future. 

REMEMBERING DAVID GORDON 
HARMON 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
today I rise to report some sad news to 
my Senate colleagues. David Gordon 
Harmon—a Kentuckian and U.S. Air 
Force veteran—passed away last week 
at the age of 78. 

David was born on April 28, 1936, to 
William Thomas and Sarah Boyd Har-
mon in Dunbar, KY. When he was only 
17, he left school to serve his country 
in the Air Force. After completing 
basic training, David served on Active 
Duty for 4 years, which included 18 
months in the Philippine Islands and 
service in the Korean war. 

Following his service in the Air 
Force, David returned home to take 
over the family business, Harmon Con-
struction, from his father, which he 
ran until he passed down the responsi-
bility to his three sons in 1989. 

Outside of his business, David was an 
active member of the Manchester 
Christian Church, served as com-
mander of the DAV Chapter 137 in Man-
chester, and played a leading role in 
the construction of the Clay County 
Veterans Memorial. He is a Kentucky 
Colonel, and was named Clay County’s 
Man of the Year in 2013. 

David is survived by his three sons, 
as well as his daughter and his loving 
wife Elsie Collins Harmon whom he 
married in 1958. 

David served his country with honor, 
and was a devoted member of his fam-
ily, church, and community. He will be 
missed by all who knew and loved him. 

I ask that my Senate colleagues join 
me in paying tribute to the life of 
David Gordon Harmon. 

Rominger Funeral Home recently 
published an obituary for Mr. Harmon. 
I ask unanimous consent that the obit-
uary be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD as follows: 

[From romingerfuneralhome.com, July 25, 
2014] 

MR. DAVID GORDON HARMON 
Mr. David Gordon Harmon, age 78, went 

home to be with the Lord on Wednesday, 
July 23, 2014, at the Manchester Memorial 
Hospital. He was born on Tuesday, April 28, 
1936, in Dunmor, Kentucky, to the union of 
William Thomas and Sarah Boyd Harmon. 
He was owner of Harmon Construction, a 
member of the Manchester Christian Church, 
a member of Oneida Masonic Lodge #736, a 
Veteran of the United States Air Force 
where he served in the Korean War, and was 
a member of the local DAV chapter for over 
25 years where he served as commander for 
over 18 years. He was also selected as Clay 
County’s Man of the Year in 2013. 

He leaves to mourn his passing his wife: 
Elsie Collins Harmon, whom he united with 
in marriage on Saturday, July 12, 1958. To 
this union four children were born: Alice 
Pearl Harmon, Tommy Lynn Harmon and his 
wife Lillie Mae, Michael Harmon and his 
wife Margie, and Lester Harmon and his wife 
Sandy. He is survived by his grandchildren: 
Joshua Lyndon Jones, Naketa Harmon, 
David G. Harmon II, Rachyl Lynn Harmon, 
and his great-grandchild Haley Alexis Jones. 
Also surviving are his sisters: Bessie White-
head and Bonnie Kathryn Bowling. 

He is preceded in death by his parents: Wil-
liam Thomas and Sarah Harmon, and these 
brothers and sisters: William T. Harmon II, 
John Green Harmon, James Harmon, Tommy 
Joe Harmon, Ernestine Murphy, and Cleo 
Howard. 

Funeral Services for Mr. David Gordon 
Harmon will be conducted on Saturday, July 
26, 2014 at 1 p.m. at the Rominger Funeral 
Home Chapel. Rev. Brad Stevens and Judge 
Oscar Gayle House will be officiating. Burial 
will follow in the Manchester Memorial Gar-
dens with full military honors. 

Pallbearers will be: Terry Davidson, Jason 
Harris, Jimmy Jr. Smith, Rodney Wagers, 
Bill Ed White, Clayton Russell Howard, Lee 
Tyler Brown, and Justin Gay. 

Visitation will be held on Friday evening 
starting at 6 p.m. at the Rominger Funeral 
Home Chapel. A Masonic service will begin 
at 8 p.m. on Friday evening. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIGUEL RIVAS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I rise today to pay tribute to a proud 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps, 
Miguel Rivas. Rivas hails from 
Magoffin County, KY, and served his 
country with honor in two tours of 
duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Only 18 years old, and having just 
graduated from Magoffin County High 
School, Rivas joined the Marine Corps 
in 2004. He did so out of a sense of duty 
to the country as well as to obtain an 
education and employment. 

In January of 2006, he was deployed 
to Camp Fallujah, Iraq with the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force. During 
this tour he worked on administrative 
support duties in addition to holding 
long, 16-hour shifts on tower duty. 

Rivas was deployed on a second tour 
in November of 2012, this time in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, where he was a 
part of the ‘‘drive team’’ that is re-
sponsible for transporting civilians, 
military employees and high-ranking 
officials between bases. 

Rivas served his country honorably 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. For his serv-
ice, he is well deserving of our praise 
here in the Senate. 

Therefore, I ask that my Senate col-
leagues join me in honoring Miguel 
Rivas. 

The Salyersville Independent re-
cently published an article detailing 
Rivas’ service in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
I ask unanimous consent that the full 
article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Salyersville Independent, July 3, 

2014] 
RIVAS SERVES TWO TOURS TO THE MIDDLE 

EAST 
(By Heather Oney) 

Miguel A. Rivas, a graduate of Magoffin 
County High School, joined the United 
States Marine Corps in May 2004 at the age 
of 18, wanting to fight for America’s free-
dom, as well as secure an education and em-
ployment. Rivas said he also joined because 
he wanted to travel, which the Marines have 
allowed him to do, serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, as well as all over the U.S. 

On the same day he enlisted, Rivas left for 
recruit training in Parris Island, South Caro-
lina, and in July went to a school of infantry 
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